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LETTER 


| A Young Divine, &:. 


SIR, 


Hough your deſires are always 
very influential on me, and I 

have never been willing'to deny you 
any thing, wherein I might be ſervice- 
able to you ; yet as to your laſt Re- 
(queſt, of giving you Direions---- De 
toncionibus formandis---were it not more 
toſhew my Aﬀection than my Skill, I 
| ſhould have begg'd your pardon in this 
matter. And inltead thereof, I ſhould 
have turn'd you over ( which had been 
more for your Intereſt ) to far better 
Guides, who have written Learnedly 
and Expreſly on this very Theam. 
Such as arc--- Eraſmi Ecclefhaſtes. He- 
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mingii Paſtor. Hyperius de Theologo. 
And among our ſetves, 'To Mr. Per- 
kins's Art of Preaching, Bulhop VW:1- 
kins's Gift of Preaching. Mr. Dodwell's 
Letters. Or if theſe had faild you, 
To tome other of theReverend Clergy 
of your acquaintance; whoſe much 
greater Abllities this way, would have 
been far more advantageous to your 
Ailiſtance. 

However Relation, prevailing. with 
me beyond Diſcretion, I have adven- 
tured ro entruſt your Candor with my 
Senciments.,' and beſt Advices in the 
preſent _ Inſtance : In which I preſume |! 
toſo much-Confidence, rhat they ſhall | 
not prove altogether fruitleſs, if you | 
are but carcfull to reduce them into || 
Practice. 

And here, for our better proceed- 
ing, I ſhall confine my ſelf, in what I 
have to ſay, within the compaſs of 
theſe three general Heads. Fa 
- Firlt, I thall lay before you ( by 
way of Pre/egomena ) ſome things which || 
You arc to obſerve before-hand, in oF 

ack. 
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to your better Compoſing Sermons. 
; Secondly, I ſhall next proceed to 
Ave You the Directions themfelves. 
ind then, 


he better Delivery of them, when 
P's mpoled. 

1. For the Prolegomena; or the 
Things you ought firit ro mind, before 
fou ſet about this weighty underta- 
ang. ; which however they come not 
nto the Art its felf, of making Ser- 
nons, are yet highly advantageous 
wards it, 

1. The firſt thing therefore I would 
dviſe you to, 15 {criouſly to conſider, 
Ivhat End you propoſe to your ſelf in 
Ine preſent Undertaking. I would not 
Ilemiſh your Piety, with the leaſt ſuſ- 
pcion, that 'tis only to Qualifie you, 
for an Employment, whereby you may 
Fet a better temporal Livelihood and 
Subſiſtence in the world : This ought 
to be the leaſt of our Deſign; and to 
come,in only as the happy conſequence 
of the diſcharge of 'our Duty ; which 
: A'1 WC 


Thirdly, I ſhall add ſomething, for 
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mingii Paſtor. Hyperius de Theologo, jo 


And among our ſttves, To Mr. Per- 
kins's Art of Preaching, . Bulhop W:1- 
kins's Gift of Preaching. Mr. Dodwell's 
Letters. Or if theſe had faild you, 
To fome other of theReverend Clergy 
of your acquaintance; whoſe much 
greater Abjlities this way, would have 
been far more advantageous to your 
Ailiſtance. 

However Relation, prevailing with 
me beyond Diſcretion, I have adven- 
tured ro entruſt your Candor with my 
Senciments.,' and beſt Adyices in the 
preſent Inſtance : In which I preſume 
toſo much-Confidence, rhat they ſhall 
not prove altogether fruitleſs, if you 
arc but carefull to reduce them into 
Practice. 

And here, for our better proceed- 
ing, I ſhall confine my ſelf, in what I 
have to. ſay, within the compaſs of 
theſe three general Heads. , 
_ Firlt, I {hall lay before you ( by 
way ot Preſegomena ) ſome things which 
You: arc £9 obſerve before-hand, 1n or- 
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to your better Compoſing Sermons. 
; Secondly, I ſhall next proceed to 
Ve You the Directions themfelyes. 
ind then, 
Thirdly, I ſhall add ſomething, for 
he better Delivery of them, when 
1. For the Prolegomena; or the 
Things you ought firit ro mind, before 
ou ſet about this weighty underta- 
ting. ; which however they come not 
nto the Art its ſelf, of making Ser- 
nons, are yet highly advantageous 
wards it, 
1. The firſt thing therefore I would 
viſe you to, 1s ſeriouſly to conſider, 
vhat End you propoſe to your ſelf in 
the preſent Undertaking. I would not 
blemiſh your Piety, with the leaſt ſuſ- 
vcion, that 'tis only to Qualifie you, 
for an Employment, whereby you may 
ret a better temporal Livelihood and 
dubſiſtence in the world : This ought 
to be the leaſt of our Deliga ; and to 
comeyn only as the happy conſequence 
of the diſcharge of 'our Duty ; which 
2 A'q WC 
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we ought to purſue with the greateſt 
application, although we knew nothin 
but contempt and poverty ſhould fol: 
low hereupon, as our Bleſſed SaviowP# 2 
and his Apoſtles did. 7 
There ought then to be ſome Noble: 0 
aim in it than this; and no leſs ex-| 
preſly than the Glory of God, and the | 
Salvation. of Souls. i 
| 1. The principal End and Aim of 
all, ought to be the Glory of God. The 
great St. Paul tells us, this ſhould be 
tic deſign and ſcope of all our Actions, T 
as well Natural as Moral ; Whether yeF" 
eat or drink (ſays he) or "whatever ye 
doe, Do all to the Glory of God. This I 
was God's end 1n creating us Men ; and 
this ought to be ours, eſpecially when |, 


of a Preacher. | 
2, Another weighty End, we ought || 
in this matter to propoſe, is the Salva- 01 
tion of thoſe Immortal Souls, for whomPÞ 
the Son of God was pleaſed to lay lc 
down his Life. And this indeed 1s 4 F 


merls 


4% 2 
| reris formidandum, as ſaid the Father, 
'knd yet of great uſefulneſs and advan- 


age. For he that converteth' a ſinner y, , . 


Ifrom the error of his way, fhall ſave a 
Moul from death, and ſhall hide a multi- 
Irade of fins. And we have the nobleſt 
{ncouragement to the greateſt Induſtry 
ind faithfulneſs herein : for that hey 
pho turn many to righteouſneſs, ſhall 
Ibine as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
IFhis was the great Deſign, which the 
Holy Feſus came into the world upon ; 
ind let none of the Sons'of Men re- 
nate that Employment *mean or dif- 
Jhonourable of which .the Son of God 
vas. | NETS 
- Your great End and Deſign then, in 
compoſing Sermons, muſt--be ' to win 
Souls for God; to reſcue then four of 
{the Jaws of the Devil ; to ſnatch them 
Fout'' of the flames of Hell; as a  Fire- 
[brand out of the burning. When there- 
[fore you ſet about this glorious Enter- 
| hwy compoſe your Diſcourſes fo, as 
may beſt promote and carry: on this 


4 - 


grand Deſigni'' i 5 


2. Ano- 
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z. Another preliminary DireQion, [6 
in order to this great work is, That [1 
you \competently furniſh your: i ; 
with the moſt neceſhry and uſeftill |{ 
Books. Such are the: Holy Bible jn [6 
the Originals (as well as in Poglif) 6 
together with the Septuagint; in which [y 
you ought to be caretull to provige |. 
you ggod Commentators, thaygh net If 
many :..But for the preſent. -----,( # IÞ 
ob curtaw ſupelledtilem ) ----- Poal s $y- [fu 
nopfis . Critigorum, and Dr, Hammond I 
on the New Teſtament, with Zeighs fi 
Critica Sacra (which how cantemptj: fi 
ble ſaever ro ſome, is not unuſcfull to 
a Beginner ) may be 1nſtar omniun. It 
To all, which you muſt neceſlarily add | 
a good Concordance, whereby. you Þb 
may; ready find any place of Holy Ih 
Scriptpre, youdo but retain a word. or | 
two of ;. the beſt of which, in its kind, Z 
Cf you gan get it) is Mr, Newwar's, ,; fr 

But 1han't tarry to-recommend the [7 
Books to. yau which -.may be uſctull tr, 
in this kind ; you wall find that abun- þa 
dantly done to your hand in that, .ex- Ih; 

_ cellent] 
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crellent Tract of Biſhop Wilkins (which 
[offer to mee creat) call d 'The'Gife 
of Preaching. There will you find your 
dffurniſh'd, with'a'very great Choice 
of Books, in'all Kinds of Learning be- 
coming a, Divirte anc] a Preacher ; to 
which T refer you. 

3. Thereis farther necellary towards 
fiis- great Work; great Induftry and 
Diltigerice: - 'Whert y 'ou Have. thoſe uſe- 
ful and neceſſary Bovks I fpoke of, you 
nuſt-not keep them {as ſome do) only 
b adorft a Sheff, or t4orth'a Study 2 
Ut with the buſie Moth, you 1hould-- 
þ Bris oivere-wand earch into the 
y Bowelsof therh. | 

"Ari Above all-orhers, wool L en- 
force, on-your 'molt diligent” Study, 
[hat Bobk of Boalts/ 7he Holy Bible, 
fl” our Saviour's Bleſfet! Wards="Egev- 
Ire 72s yerp=---and let not* this Sa- 
fred Book be ever out of your hands. 
| His a true obfervati09---Bowis Theoto- 
ns et. bonus Te indy fc and' he' that 
- fas not the Hol x Scrjprures 2t £om- 

> wand, 3s ike a | ca that is unread} 
t| at 
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at his Weapon. For. out of them ( as 
from-a well-furnith'd Armory ,). may 
you fetch ,Weapons which are able. to 
repel (dextrouſly handled) all the fiery 
Darts of the Devil.and his Agents. 4 
ſomuch we ſhould look on this, as a 
Book---Etiam ad verbum Ediſcendus--. 
To be.learn'd of. (_ if 'twere poſſible ) 
to the very laſt ward; and you ſhould | 
ſee, . that . your Care and Diligence does 
chiefly ſpend it ſelf this way... :, 
And. truly you ought to. remember, 
that without Diligence, ,no.. oneever 
arrived at perfection, in any, ;Art ,or 
Science, But 'tis. admirable. to..think 
ef what ſtrange ,Degrees ;of it; that | 
; fome (nor very: apt Perſons nei- 
ther); have happily advanced. So true 
is that common. Are LAN pro 
bus omnja Vincit--- 

'T'was. the Direction. you "may re- 
member, ,and of a Preacher too, (the | 
belt but one that ever.was in the World)! 

Eccl. 10. If the Jrou be blunt, put to the greater 
he ſtrength. 

vr ou know the Misfortune you lye 

under 
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ander on the Account of your Educa- 
tion (which being none of your Fault, 


| do not mention 1t, 'to aggravate it 
on you, but to condole it with you) 


{which notwithſtanding, ought to have 
| this Influence upon you, as to make 


you. the more aſſiduous in your Stu- 


{dies, and frequent in the Converſati- 


on of ſober Learned Men ; if poſſible, 
that way, to fetch up, what you mighr 
more eaſily have acquired, had God 
bleſsd you with a more advantageous 
courſe of Life. However for your En- 
couragement, there have been many 


! Excellent Preachers, and uſeful Guides 
1 of Souls, who have been no more 


Partakers of that great Bleſſing than 
your ſelf, whoſe Labours yet praiſe 


| them in the Gates. Such was the fa- 
| mous Mr. ZH. (as I have heard of M. 


in -our own County) Mr. B.-and di- 
vers others. | 
T'has been often obſerv'd, that many 


| Perſons, of much flatter. Parts, and 


meaner - Capacities, by .good Culture 
and diligent Application, have'come 
B 2 far 


Sphinx. c. 
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far to out-ſtrip the. .much more Preg- 
nant and Forward, that have too kew, 
indulg'd. themſelves in Eaſe and Lazi- 
nels. '£'s a pretty. Apologue that of 
the Snail and Eagle; (one the. ſloweſt Ii 
of all the Reptiles, and the.other the | 
ſwifteſt of the feather'd Tribe.) The 
Snail by continual, tho”. ſlow. Progreſ- 
ſion, wone the Viftory from the nim» Þ 
ble Eagic , that in Scarn to its Torpi- hn 
tude, laiter'd by the way. But then, 

4. . There is one thing farther, no Jy 
leſs neceſlary to be minded, in order ys 
to this , great Afair,. than any of the |} 
former, ;and that is fervent. and conti- | 
nued Prayer. Twas an Excellent Mot- | 
to for a Study-door,, which onepiouſly 
affeted,---Ora& Labora---And:indeed, 1 
what the Philoſopher ſaid of the Hand, 
may We lay of this uſeful Dug, ans 
'tis-2Q voy R | auy- = tis Tat In ru- 
ment, Do Nw all other Inſtru- 
ments... Devotion: 1n the Soul, is like 
the Maſter-ſpring in a Watch ; it ſets 
all the other Springs a moving. This 
is what (thro the Grace of God) ani- | 

Pattie lh DO. 
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mates our performances, and renders 
them ſuccesful: without which, all we 

, bs a going to. work ,1in our own 

frength, and "twill ſucceed accord- 
BY 

\ Prayer is of moſt powerful Toflus 
mce, .and admirable Effect 3 I had: al- 
Bok adventured, to call it Omnipo- 
tent : For there is hardly any thing 
\poſlible to it ; it has produced Mi- 
tacles. Now among all other things, 
wherein 'tis. uſeful and ſcrviceable to 

3, I am of the opinion, that 'tis in 
hothing more ſo, than in the preſent 
Inſtance of Sermonizing, 
| Would you: then compoſe a good 
&ermon ? Pray in the beginning ; pray 

n the middle ; pray in the Cloſe : 
Cr thro'-out the whole ; And I may 
idd, in alluſion to that of Monica (the 
Mother of St. Auſtin) 'tis impoſſible 
that a Sermon of ſuch Prayers ould 
niſcarry. Toall which, 

Laſtly, 1 have one thing more to 
lubjoin ; that you be carctul, to be of 
an Holy Lite, and an Exemplary Cons 
_ verfation, 
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verfation. Tf you would preach well, to hn 
the Edification of others, you ought 
firſt to be well built up in the Faith 
your ſelf. For how rit poſſible, that th: 
he ſhould convince another, of the h 
Excellency and Neceſlity of Holineſs 1 
and Religion, who all the while dif- 
iq it himſelf, in unſuitable Walk- & 
ing ? I. 
Beſides; Religion in our own Hearts þe, 
is the beſt way to invite down the Ho- &; 
ly Spirit, for our illuminating other 
mens; that intelle&t , which 1s be-F 
miſted with the Steams and Foggs of 
Vice and Corruption, can very faintly 
diſcern the Beauty of that Holineſs, J 
which we ought to recommend to 0-J” 
thers Love and Embraces. Thats an þ;; 
admirable Saying, and worthy of our 
mo{t ſerious Conſideration, that of our} It 
Bleſſed Saviour, If any man will do hu, Ye 
will, he ſhall know of the Dodrin whe-1}, 
ther it be of God ; Here lies the true--*[y 
Via Intelligentie : Walk in it, and you{ 
ſhall be--- 00d x7 @u--- (who i is thel, 
belt Tutour ) taught of God. | 


Now! 


4z 4, 


| Now the great Obligation, you are 

kinder... bereunto, will appear upon..a. 

two-fold Account. | 

{.x.. Upon the. Account of others ; 

that- they ſeeing your good Works, 

may learn to gloritie our Father which 
.in'Heaven. St. Fohu was, what all, 

pho. aſpire to this heaven Calling, 

wght to be, 4 burning w—_ ſhining; joh. 5.35. 

Light. By the. Light of . your. know+. - 

#&9dge, and the Heat of your Zeal, will 
Fou..the better be able to enkindle the 
Divine Flames of Love to God and his 

| [ruths, i in the Breaſts of others; which 

being the great End of your Preach- 
fog, and their Hearing, you ought car- 
Hheutly to endeavour. But then, - - - 

1 2. There is a farther great Obliga- 
tion.on you hereunto, upon your own 
Jaccount ; and -that is the dreadful, In- 
{timation ' of the Apolile , Left while i Cor. 9. 
thou Preach to others, you your ſelf ſhould 27: 

We a Caſt-away. Hence the ſame .Di- 

{vine Authour. gives that. ſeaſonable 


{Advice to his Son 7; imothy---=-iTt 1 
|rzursſ=-—-T, ake. heed to thy ſelf and to 


*H thy 16. 
1 


p 
, 


| Matr.7.23. 


Jar that dbieful- Sentence retorted-on' | 


, compoſing Sermons. And herel would 
| ave you wean mindful of theſe 
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ty Doftrite >" Continue in them : » for in 
doing this, this ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf 
and them that hear thee; Admirable | 
Advice; attd ſich as ought to be writ- 
ten,” on all Gur” Breaſts, in Letters of | 
Gold; *Twill'be a dreadfal time,” if 
whert we ſhall plead, Lorf, Lord," we 
have propheficd 7 m thy ndnie-=We ſhall 


u9---Depart from me, ye that work Twi 
quity. Which'/God avert! 

'Thus have I diſpatcy'd thoſe rings | 

which Irheught fi to offer yo & 
Priecognits, 16 this weighty > Undciths 
king; which (you fee ) are all ofthat | 
Moment 'and Cnſequchee, that (du- | 
ly attended) they wtfl muttch promote, | 
ered being/an uſeful Preacher. ; 

LI | provetd now'to the DireRions 
cherkſelves.” which miy 'be ufeful for 


——— LI 


wa 


three thin 

ue: The , RW And. 
.2. The Method. And. | 
5 "TheExpretiionof your Sermons. 

1. Be 
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,._ T,, Be ſure, that the Subject matter 
| Your Diſcourfe, be ſome plain praQti- 
cal Portion of Holy Scripture : which 
enforces ſome: Duty; or rebukes ſome 
[Vice. Tn your handling which, I 
tinea adviſe you to ſtudy ( what to 
Thme vain Scioliſts may ſeem contem- 
Ptible) Plainheſs; always ſpeaking 
IC as much as you can) to the Under- 
| ſtanding of your' Hearers. ' For when 
lyou have done your utmoſt this way, 

Ithere will be ſome or other, that (for 
want of heed or capacity) won't ap- 
Iprehend you : and better it were that 
[twenty thould fooliſhly upbraid you 
with Plainneſs, than for want of ir, 

| ey poor Soul ſhould go away unedi- 
Ifed. 
| Be ſure therefore, eſpecially in a 
[Country Auditory, never attempt to 
loar up to the Skies, in elaborate Dit- 
quiſi itzons, of the inſcrutible Myſtery 
of Trinity in Unity ; the Filiation of 
the Second Perſon ; the Hypoſtatical 
Union ; the Decrees of Abſolute Elec- 


tion and Reprobation ; or the Deiform 
C fund 


o 
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"fund of "the Soul, Har ag Hlyog 
, wall, rather . confoung n fa, 
and "Peapls. May. Fo pans | 
they hear learned 148 Ures of” Mice 
or, no. + | 
You have elſe ea. Fry big pl 
.£xpatlate., in.; Iimoath ver 
ſpread q're with a rich pune | 
pet of  AregrAvt. Flow /e1S, and; Ek 
with fr nitful rees,... whoſe le 
Fruit . t 
withqur, venturing your Neck over the 
Precipices. of high. Speculations, or 
having your head (cratch'd, by. falling þ 
into the, Abyſs of profound thorney 
Controverſies. | 
What you” therefore ſhould choo fe te ſ 
to, inſiſt chiefly on, let it be Faith'inÞ, 
Jeſus Chriſt. Repentance from deadJ' 
Works. God's Love to Man; 4 andh; 
Man's Love, to God. | The infiniteh 
Mercy, of God towards all contrite 
Ones; and his inflexible Juſtice upon 
the Impenitent. Truth and Honeſty.þ, 
Charity and Gogdneſs. Patience andh. h 
Contentednels. The Quatuor Noviſſimad| 
Death, 


$ 
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B's Judgment, ;\ BoM [1. Theſe 
He of oltith' which ould EX= 
efciſe your: "Totes ant? your Hearers 
Fats; - contriving to tak them, not 
Leirned, bbr Rt igious; ri6t Witty, but 
Viſe unto Salvation. "And therefore, 
Rough 3 you may,  woutfd indt' have 
f0U ( but very rarely and bpdn ſome 
dttadrdigary Occaſion I* roTard your 
Pnark, With * Ends 'of Greek. and 
| from Poets, Orators, or Philo- 
| ns, which ſerves to little but 
I | Vole and Oftentation. ” 


| 
4 2. Having thus confidet'd the Mat- 
ter of your Yetmons, 1 come next _un- 
| { 'the Merhod of them : which you 
ould, endeavour, that” it_be: logical 
nhl perſpicuous. 

aq! And here' (to you) I hall adven- 
dl; re, to be a little more tult and par- 


(cl cular. 
fe 


uf x. Having choſen the Text. you 
f nterid to inſiſt on, I. would not 
Pave you begin, with an impertinent 


ay. 24 Pre- 
h, 
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C7. 
Preface, fetch'd from Adam; by fall | 
immediately on the. Author, and oc- | 
caſion of. the, Words'; ſhewing their 
connexion with, and that dependance 
they have upon the Context. 
When.,you have ſo done, and made 
your ,way;.clear and open to Your 
Text, your, next buſineſs is to divide 
It. As uf it conſiſts of many parts 
you may divide it ( as. tis capable } 
into the ſeveral Circymſtances of — 
Qnis, Cujus, Cui, Quid, Ubi, Cur, 
Quomodo, Quand. And ſome there 
are who chooſe to diſcourſe (and in- 
deed they..do it excellently well) to 
their Auditory, from theſe particu- 
lars. And this we find was the way 
of the beſt Preacher in England (in his 
time ) the famous Biſhop Andrews: 
Though all Subjects, won't admit 0 
tuch nice Diviſions, nor may they b 
proper at all times. However 1 woul 
not you ſhould be over folicitous 2 
bout it, if they will not. For wher 
the Subject won't cleve handſomely 


1 would adviſe you to caſt it intire! 
int 
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into. a ſingle Propoſition or Obſerva- 
tion, ( or if you fee Cauſe into more 
than one, as the PraQtice of our moſt 
celebrated. Preachers, this day is ) 
a06d make that the Subject of your 
following Diſcourſe from the words. 

* And this (I think ) will be your 


ibeſt way of proceeding, both for 


your own Eafe and your Hearer's 


IAdvantage : I mean by way of Do- 
Aarine and Uſe. 


Some Opinionative 


Sermocinators ( I know ) ſeem to 


. ſight this Method : bur it it be fol- 


low'd with that Care and Art, tis 
capable of, it may be found the much 


more profitable way. 


Now I would ( at the beginning 
at leaſt ) adviſe you, to a rough 


41 Draught of the General Heads of 
{ your Sermon, the firſt thing you 


do upon a looſe Paper: 'Onely Jay- 
ing down (as your ingenious Lim- 
ners do ) tte firſt firoaks of cach 


particular Part and Member of what 
1 you purpoſe to infilt upon , whe- 
ther by way of Doctrine or 


Applt- 


cation, 


22 
plication, which you, may fill y 
afterward, in fair. Notes for the Pyl- 
pit. 


2. Having thus divided and ex- 
plain'd your Text, according to, the 
Tan, of, the belt Sabi 
the Analogy of Faith, the Scope k. 
Deſign of the Holy Pen-man | 
lay down. your Doctrine, WR 
would caution you, ſhould flow as 
naturally, and eaſily from the words, 
as 1s. pothible, or be clearly imply cd 1 in 
them. 

When you have ſo done, you may | 
give a fuller Illuſtration of it, from | 
tome. parallel, Places of Holy Scrip- 
ture; which may farther pil ch 
and ſet home' the weighty Truth up- 
on the Conſcience. In which (as in 
nothing, elſe ) I would not have you | 
tedious. 

After this, you may go on to en- 
quire into the Ground, on which' the 
Doctrine 1s founded ; and ſhew, how 
juſt and reaſonable ' tis, in a few par- 

ticuJars: 


>, ns mwy 


_— nec — __ - 
- 
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ars : J wil, ybu ' ſhould "beware, 
At they b e diſtit&, and differeht 
one f from tie other.,; ahd' not C-inci- 


den and Taufological, as the man- 
Der of ſome Ganters i lS. 


t be. Secaful PhaNes may arifwer ſore 
Ke rea which 'may' be” urg'd 4- 
ainſt the Point in. hand. "But then'1 
Folil have you to' be very ealitions 
in this Matter, that you"don't play 
the young Conjuror, and raiſe more 
Spirits, than you are able” to allay a- 
| gain. For if you ſhould' ſtart Obje- 

ons, Which you don't clearly and 
fully anſwer, you will be in danger 
of doing more harm than good 
thereby. 
Nor ought you to hunt too buſily 


or Arguments, and Cavils, pd 


[Clear fundamental Dotrines. | For if 
fo, you will find, that there is no- 
thing ſo plainly reveal%d, or ſo poſt 
tively aſſerted; but ſome 'or other have 
loaned, Cavils - and Oppoſitions a- 
gainſt it. 

[- Rake 


When: you have diſpatth'd this, if. 


< 2 4\ 

Rake -not therefore into the muſtyſ 
Writings of your crabbed Hereticks,| 
or malicious Philoſophers (thole þro-[ 
fels'd Enemies of the Chriſtian Pro-| 
feſſion ) for Arguments againſt our] 
Religion in general, or any one. At-[ 
ticle of it . in particular : : rather let} 
them rot; in their own Obſcurity, | 
than adventure the Infeion of any | 
of your Hearers, by raiſing them ep 
before, them , from their ſtinking 
Graves..  : | 

Howeyer, if there be any weighty [/ 
Truth in the preſent- times queltio-[f 
ned or .oppugned, which may prove 
detrimental to any of your Auditory, 
and be. apt to lead them afide----Yeni-| 
enti occurrite Morbo----timely apply af 
Prevention unto 1t. 


ts now diſpatch'd the D6- 
Arinal Part of your Diſcourſe, 'twill | 
be time . to proceed to { w hat ought þt 
to. be the Life of a Sermon ) the Ap-F 
plication of. it, And this orudencly 
manag'd, may be variouſly uſeful ac- 
cording 


025 ) 

'cording £0 the Apoltle, For Dofrine, - 0p 3 

[for Reproef, for Correction, for Inftru- © 

Jon in Righteouſneſs. | 

. Now (as I faid before) I would not 

r{Mave you put the Holy Scripture on the 

. Rack, by Torture to force it to ſpeak 

t46f -your fide, what ir does not intend. 

,INor would I have you to pull in Infe- l 

7 Irences and Corrolaries, which are not 

 [Fennine and pertinent. All Doctrines 

 fife rot Capable of the fame Im- {|' 
provement, in the ſeveral Parts of il 

7 JApplication. Thoſe that will admit 

-jon't, may be improved all, and every [if 

e j0ne, by forme or other of theſe ways. | 


| 


-| x. For the Information of the Judg- [! | 
2 [nent, and improving the Underſtand- j 
ng of your Hearers. From the Point |. 

nn hand, you may take occaſion of | 
tonfuting prevailing Errours, and of | : 
AfiruRting them in neceffary Truths ; | - 
r the divers Infſtances'of Duty, which 
hey might not know, or Know fo li 
yell before. : hath | | 
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Or if they did, 'twill be for their 
advantage , that their Memories (lu- : 
brious and ſlippery as they are) ſhould I* 

be refreſh'd and cheriſh'd ; by bring- 
_ ing back to 'em ſuch ſerious Truths, 
as may have ſlipt them; or by plant- 
ing them the deeper into them, if they 
are there already. Or, 


f 
[ 


2, If this may not flow thence ſo 
naturally, the Point in hand, may be p 
uſeful for Reproof : eſpecially it it be 
levelF'd, .againſt any open notorious 
Vice, be it what it will ; as Swearing, 
Drunkennels, Adultery, or the like. 
it be Sin, which the Dodrin you are 
handling condemns, (eſpecially if it be 
the raging Sin of the Times or of the} 
Place) be ſure to rebuke it openly, and} 
ſmite it under the fifth Rib. a 

But then you are to do it with cau-|* 
tion ;. you mult not ſo urge your Re* 
proof, as it ſhall openly diſcriminate'* 
a particular Offender, and expoſe hi 
to the publick Congregation: leſt in 


ſtead of gaining and converting, you” 
loſa* 


(27) 
loſe at once a Hearer and a Friend- 
Such Reproofs as are perſonal and par- 
ticular, require a very private and pru- 
dent Menagery ; » leſt they prove 
fraitleſs, and recoil alſo to your own 
Damage. But for the fin it ſelf, that Tit. 1.9. 
cant be too cuttingly Rebuked, and '* 
itherefore ſpare it not, Or, 


3. If the Point mayn't be fo fit for 
'[Reproof, it may be for Conſolation; 
.Jwhich may be branch'd into divers 
particulars, according to the Nature 
clot it, And this Inference will moſt 
chiefly come in, when we handle any 
Tracious Promiſe, of what kind ſoe- 
ver ; either of being deliver'd from a- 
11y Evil, preſent or to come ; or of en- 
joying any good here or hereafter. Ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Comfort 
which the Subject yeilds, fo ought it 
.olf9 be applyed. 
And indeed, this muſt neceſhirily 
Jaffe your own heart with comfort, 
qg!f you can bring Refreſhment to any 
p weary Soul; it you can give them 
D 2 Beauty 


, 
” in 
C 


* 
© 


Ia.61.v. Beauty for Aſbes, the Oyl of Foy for 

"+3 Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe. 
for the Spirit of Heavineſs. This is the 
great Office our Bleſſed Saviour came 
to execute ; and'tisthe Priviledge and 
Duty of all the Miniſters of the Goſ- |: 
pel of Peace (as they can) to do ſo þ 
too. Orcelle, 


4. If it be not ſo proper for Conſo- 
lation, it may be uſeful for the Trial 
and Examination of the'State and/Con- 
dition of the Auditory. As, x. Thus, 
if you are diſcourſing againſt any Sin, \ 
laying open the Miſchief and Danger | 
of it, you may (to good advantage) 
put them upon the Examination of 
their own Conſciences, whether they 

_ are guilty of it or no; which may be 1! 
doubly uſeful to 'em. 


1. To bleſs the Grace and Merey of | 
God, if it be not. And, 
2. To implore his Grace and Aflt | 
ſtance againſt it, if-it be. = 


( 29 ) 
Or elſe, 2. If you are in your Do- 
 Iarin recommending any Duty or Vir- 
tue, enforcing the Weightineſs and Ne- 
ceſſity of it, your People can't be bet- 
ter imployed, than to be put upon 
a ftrict Enquiry into the State of their 
$$0uls, whether it be there or no. That 
they may bleſs God, if in any Mea» 
lure it be fo ; or timely endeavour the 
obtaining and ſecuring of it, if it benot. 


Laſtly, Or elſe in the laſt place, it 
may be profitable for Exhortation, to 
ſtir up People to a conſcientious Pra- 
1Aiſe: of their Duty 4 in doing which, 
hes the great Excellency and Commen- 
' {dation of a Preacher. Inſomuch, your 
great Buſineſs here, is to prevail with 
ithem to embrace the.preſent Duty,and 
|to live up toit in their Converſations ; 
{ without which, your Pains, and theirs 
" 4toq, will be to very little purpoſe. 
Now there are two things, which 
{uſually and uſefully come in here, into 
[this Part of the Applicationz and 


| 
|thoy are, ; 
Fitts L. Di- 
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1. Directions for the better enabling 
your Auditory, to. perform the Duty. 


2. Motives to incite them and en- 
gage them to 1t. 


xi. For the Direftions: When you 


are preſiing rhe Neceſlity of any Grace -} 
or Virtue, it may be very profitable, if | 
you take occaſion to lay before them, 


the beſt Rules you can think of, where- 
by they may be enabled to acquire it. 
Or if you are declaiming againſt any 
prevailing Temptation, twill be very 
advantageous to preſent them ſuch 


brief Aſſiſtances, whereby they may | 
be empowred to vanquith and over- | 


come 1t. 


The general Directions, to both | 


which, are thele ; 


x. A faithful and diligent Attendance | 


on the Means of Grace, ſuch as are, 


x. Hearing Sermons. 2.. Reading | 


the Holy Scriptures and other 


tious 


good Books. 3. A conſtant gonſcien- 


4) EP LA 


P— 
Pray 


; 


| 
| 
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tious frequenting the Lord's Supper. 


And, ;4. A Pious adhering to the Soci- 
ey of Godly and Religious Chriſti- 
ans ; Ont of whoſe Mouth no. corrupt Ephel. 14. 


Communication proceeds, but that which ©? 


is good to the uſe of edifying, miniſtring 


' IGrace unto the Hearers. 


2. To this may you adviſe them, 


| to add: diligent Prayer, conſtant Pray- 


er, fervent Prayer. 7n that every good / = be 
Gift, and every perfeit Gift cometh 
down from above, we ought to ſend 
our Prayers up thither for it. And we 
have good encouragement upon our 


| | lack of Wiſdom to ask it of God, who 


giveth to all Men liberally ; and for 


! that he has ſaid we ſhall have It. 


So much for thoſe general Heads of 
Direfion, which you may enlarge on 
( Pro re' nata ) as you fee occaſion. 
| When you have diſpatch'd theſe, you 
may in the next Place, proceed on, 


2, To the Motives; which you 


- | ought to fee, that they be Ponderous 


and 


4 


" 4 
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and Sai. * If the Point in hand en- | 
forces any weighty Duty, or diſlwades 
from any dangerous Vice, 'you may 
do wel. to back it with ſuch 'ſerious 
-— ments, as may engage and pre- 
with your Hearers, to- embrace | 
the one, and derline the other. - [. 
And this is what will afford you a \c 
very large Compaſs to walk in; for Ji, 
there are divers Fopicks, from whence 
you may fetch your Motives, accord- |; 
ingro the Nature of the thing in hand; | 
whether it be a goot to. be followed: 
OF an Evil to be avoided. 


r. If - it be 4 ' Good which your 
Subject leads you ro perſwade em ty 
embrace, you Ter al the Excetlencies 
of - Goodneſs tying before you from 
whence to enforce it. As, 

- CUeile, | 

Bonn Hen 

Facundun 

From whence you may inſiſt upon 

the Profitablenefs; the Pleaſantneſs, þ 


and "000 Honeſty of Honourabkeneſs i | 
the 


can} 7 
the Duty in hand, to enforce it upon 


the PraQice of your Auditors.” Bur 
then, 


2. If it be an Evil you would dif- 
ſwade from ; how many Circumſtan- 
Ices are there, by which you may dit- 
courage it, and take People off from it, 
in the Conſideration of Evil 2 That 'tis 
oppoſite and cotitrary to Goodneſs: in 
all che Attributes of it. That 'tis; 

Tnatile, 

Inhoneſtuns, 

Trjucindumn. | 
Neither profitable, Nor honeſt, Nor 
leaſant. Or elſe more poſitively; 
at tis, 
Malum in ſe, 

Malum in cffedtis, 

Malum Corporale, 

Malum —— 

Malum Temporale, 

Malum <Eternum. 

1] Infomuch you are here furtifſh'd 
» ith a rich Magazine of Arguments, 
t fhen you would dehort from any 
- E | Ev1l ; 


| 
? 


4 + $ 
Evilz and that muſt-needs be a very 
barren empty Brain, which cant en» 
large on ſuch Heads as theſe. 

Thus have I ( «5 271 ) proposd 
you my Thoughts, in relation to the 
Methed, which you may (Ihope) ad- 
vantageoully follow, in your compo- 
ſing Sermons.: I'doh'tſay, That in all 

| 


of them, you ſhould ſtrictly tye your 
ſelf, to every one of theſe particulars : 
It may {in ſome of them)) be very im- 
proper and incongruous if you ſhould. 
Onely purſue thoſe in your Difcourſes, 
which the Subject in hand moſt natu- 
rally leads you to, without force 'or 
{training. | 
For 1 would not have you ſtrive to 
be prolix upon any Subje&, as if your | 
Buſineſs were to exhauſt it. Nor to 
dwell too long upon a 'Text.;z which a- ! 
mong the meaner ſort of your Audi- 
q 


tory, 1s apt tocreate aNauſeam ; they 
being ready to take at for the ſame Ser- 
moan till, if you have the lame Text, 
they uſually remembring but littl 
more than that. 

Nor 


! 


| 


(however the-giddy Rabble may ſome- 


_ Zeal and ANY, by the length of his 
2 
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Nor do holdit the prudenteſt Courſe 


times pretend they admire it) to run 
your Sermon into too tedious a Length. 
Leſt like Gold, it be beaten and ex- 
tended ſo long and thin, that it can't 
be feſt, and you onely tyre inſtead of 
edifying your Hearers. For few Peo- 
ples Zeal and Attention, will be able 
to keep pace with a. protracted Har- 
rangue; and when once they grow 
weary, the beſt Diſcourle inthe Warld, 
will ſoon become pall'd and inſipid, 

] would not therefore adviſe you, 
(ordinarily) to exceed the ufual Com- 
paſs of an Hour ; rather ſhort of than 
beyond it, including both your Prayer Ii 
and Sermon. I remember to have }” bisLyl 
read, that the Pious and Learned Bi- wan. 
ſhop Sanderſon, was for Sermons, that 
ſhould nat exceed the third or fourth 
Part of an Hour. But ſuch a petite 
Contraction, may be no leſs ſcanda- | 
lous on the other hand ; ſome People | 5 
being apt to meaſure the Preacher's | Þ 


| 


Ser- 


Ovidu 
Mer. 
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Sermon. What therefore, you. may 
ſafely follow in this Matter, 1s that ad- 
vice of the Poet, you are no ſtranger 
to, 


Nec te ſpeftare Booten, 
Nec Helicon Fubeo. Medio tutiſſimus ibis. 


To all which I have to add, under 
this General, onely a brief View of 
rhoſe Advantages, which will accrew 
from that clear and plain Method, I 


have been recom MENCIng both to your 


Auditory, and to your ſelf. 


1. To your Auditory ; they will the 
better underſtand and remember what 
is laid before them, in ſo perſpicuous a 
Method, when they are inſtructed 
by Dodrin, Reaſon and Uſe, ( it be- 
ing what generally they have been 1n- 
ured to) they will the better appre- 
hend and retain thoſe weighty Duties 
thus deliver'd ; which is what will beſt 
conduce unto their Practices, the Prin- 
ciple thing deſign'd. For how can they 
practice unleſs they underſtand ? and 

OW 
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how ſhall they be able to underſtand, 
unleſs things are laid before them, in 
a clear and diſtin Method ? 


2. A good Method will be uſeful 
( moſt of all ) unto your ſelf. For 
while your Thoughts and Notions float 
\confuledly in the Brain, they are like 
Gold in the Oar, there's little uſe or 
profit of them. Or they may te re- 
ſembled to this Beauteous Fabrick, and 
. Contexture of things, the World which 
we now fee, asit lay in the Womb of 
the Chaos, Or like a Chicken in the 
Egg - 1t lies confuied within the Shell, 
until the Plaſtick virtue by the warmth 
of the Hen, aQtuates every Homoge- 
nous Particle, into its proper Part and 
Member, to the forming of a perfect 
nimal, 

Though you ſhould have moſt rich 
nd curious Notions in the Brain, yet 
ould they prove very little uſeful, 
ntil Art and Method digeſted them 

ato Form and Order, and gave to e- 
jery one of them its proper Place and 
FN ue, | Office. 
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Office. When there is a clear Logi- 
cal Scheme laid down, no Luxuriant 
but an ordinary Invention, an indifle. 
rent Memory with a tolerable Judge- 
ment, will cafily ſupply you (by God's 
Bleſſing) with Matter ſufficient to fill 
it up. And thus I have diſpatch'd the! 
Method of compoſing Sermons. 


3. There is one thing more, which 
I promiſed to conſider in making Ser- 
mons, and that is the Expreſiton 0 
them. And indeed there 1s great careſ 
to be obſerv'd in this, as well as inthe 
other Inſtances. And the rather, fo 
that fome for want of it, or it you will 
for uſing too much about it, (as it may} 
| be thought) have render'd themſelve 
and their Diſcourſes ridiculous and con 
temptible. I mean ſuch as ſtrain fi 
hard Words, and ftrong Lines; hig 
and flanting Language; a Romantick 
Rodomontada Style, no way becomi 
the Pulpit, or the Houſe of God. Thi 
is what I would therefore adviſe y 
induſtriouſly to avoid, and let yo 
Endeavour þe, x. Th 
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; | intelligible and eafie to be underſtood 
. | by the meaneſt Hearers, For all that 
. {is beyond that, is utterly loſt upon 
; | them. | 
11 But when I recommend Plainneſs to 
«1 you, 1 would not be thought -to pro- 
—_ Þ wry "—_ of trivial, crude, 
incige Expreſſion ; or to enconrape 
i the Uſe of any homely, un- 
,.| remly. , Slip-ſtocking Similitudes , 
Fj which ſome, unhappily have utterd 
<} to their own Diſparagement, and the 
Bluih-of the Auditory. Whatever you 
ofter of that kind, be fure it be grave, 
and becoming the Mouth of God, 
whom you repreſent in that Place. 
You 'may obſerve, how much our 
Bleſked Saviour Himfelf, was pleas'd 
to expreſs Himſelf im Parables and S+- 
militudes unto the People 


St. Matthew. But then they were'zll 
$ very pertinent and f1ſcrious;; and-apt 
to leave the deeper Impreſſion on the 
Minds of thoſe that heard irhem. 


And 


1. That your Words be plain; 4. e. 


: Without a Matt. 43. | OY 
ky Parable ſpake he not unto them, Swys 34: 
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nt indeed, <his> WWW ti 
and Uſe of Spee&;: (ard rhait is al- 
waP% beſt which does molt effeQual. 
ly promote it ) to carry our Notion 
and Senſe of things, to the Apprehen- 


. ſion and Underſtanding of thoſe we 
diſcourſeX#” And therefore ſuch words 
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Ecclef-12. ur ſelves, which may prove as Goads, 
44 and as Nails faſtened by the Maſters of 
Aſſemblies. Which leads me on, in 
the 


24, Place, To adviſe you to ſee 
farther, that your Expreſſion be Pa- 
thetical and Impreſſive; -apt to enter 
upon the Hearts and Conſciences of 
your Hearers. There are Tongues that 
are ſharp as Raiſors, and Words that 

AQ. 2.37. can prick to the very heart ; and tho' 
Aaius that be as hard, as was Adzius his 
Naviu Whetſtone, yet the Raiſor of the 
Lud. viv. : ; 

5» Se Aug, 1 ONgue may cut it aſunder; - 


De civil, Now that they may have 1n theth,- 


E. 16. 


Own 


ought we to find out, and take unto ' 


Xi 119. that ad&., which may . be wiſh'd; , 
let your Expreſſions favour” of your. 


own Soul : If yotr would | have them 
mcite-others Paſſions; 'let them*-moſt 
of all move your own. Would you 
have your Congregation deeply af- 
feed at what 'you-ſay ? Be deeply af- 
tected with thoſe things firſt your ſelf. 
It you- would have them melt others; 
let them ( before chand ) melt your 
own heart. Steep them firſt in- your 
own Tears, and then they won't fail 
to draw Tears from: others ; — 
vis me flere, dolendum eft primo tibi : 
[Said one of the Fathers. DFE 17% 
We ſee how /apt one 1s to laugh, 
barely 'for ſeeing another laugh ; and 
to weep, only for ſeeing another weep: 
Though I would not have you think, 
that Iam recommending onely a The- 
itrical Mourning 'or would ſet you 
up to at a Threning, Whining Tone, 
ithout Senſe: or : Feeling ; (which I 
know would prove falſome atid ridi- 
tulous to the Diſcreeter part'' of the 
-ongrepation ) yet 'where this'Paſli- 
n proceeds from 'true Aﬀetion, and 
* F zealous Mind; and-a deep Senſe of 
Wo F the 


7 St. Jerom. 4 


Heb. 4.12, hes Mine quick and Le aud: 
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the weighty Aflairs in hand, it may 
be very uſeful and of good effec, to 
the Speaker and Heaters too, Thoſe 
certaunly, are like-t0 prove the maſt 
unpretbve Diſcourſes, when the Heart 
is touch's with a Feeling of bay Truth 
we utter ; and we may be-ſaid to 
fpealc from the Heart to the Heats of } 
our ns 1 


| Lably, That. your \ Wands, may be 
the mane Pangenk ſee that they be 
truly Pious, and. ('as much av conve= | 
nicnely -ean be) 1n: the. Language of | 
the- Holy -Qeriptures | For we may be | 
ſave, theſ wilt be. moſt wy re to 
God,: and moſt 2cceptable to all good 
Men. And in truth; what better Lan | 
guage: can the Holy -Quacles of God | - 
be: tpoken itn, thanthat wherein they | 
were deliverq;2þ . mean, a5 near as) | 
they can; be. tranſlared, into the En-| | | 
gh lime - 2-2: 
And- 19 noe incongrus 0 hehe, 
that the Holy Spirix ( which 


| 


per. ' 
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per than any Two-edged Sword, 'tv the 
dividing aſunder of Seal and Spirit, 
and of the Joynts aud Marrow!) will 
render his own Language, moſt effe- 
Ctual to the Edification of Souls. 

But there is one Abuſe this 
way, I would here caution. you a- 
gainft; and that is an improper and 
1mpertinent bringing in Scripture-Ex- 
preflions, as the manner of - ſome is, 
( as we uſe to fay -) without Fear or 
Wit. So it be Scripture, they think 
'tis all well enough ( as -mdecd. 'tis 


, with ignorant Hearers ) hbw forraign 


ſoever-it be to the Matter in hand.. 
Which. I look upon, inſtead of ho- 
nouring, to be a profammg_ of. the 
Sacred: Writings ; and in the Place 


of right uſing, to be a groſs zbuling 


of them, For they ought not: to be 
thrown out rafhily, and beſide the 
Matter in hand ; nor unneoceffarily 
multiphed, to one and the ſarhe pur- 
pole 5 | but with. great Choe: and 
Judgment applyed, 'tor the:Wonvidti- 
F 2 ng 
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| V. 20, 


And if: any Malevolent Captious 
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ing up the Juſt, on their moſt Holy 
Faith: 'And' even when your-Words 
w_ not. in Scripture-Phraſe, be ſure 

_y be agreeable thereto, in the Piety 

ſignification of them. 

Burt then there is one thing far- | 
ther I would adviſe you of; and thar 
15 to ſee, when they are not SCrip=- |} 
ture, that your Words and Expreſli- | 
ons be your own ; z. e. I would here 
have you beware of the Sin of Plagi- | 
ariſm : For if once you uſe your ſelf 
to walk by others Crutches, you will 
never be able to go well without em. 


. 
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Hearer preſent be able to trace you 
out, you will be undone in point of 
Reputation: there being nothing ge- ' 
nerally more ſcandalous, than to fee 
one Pride himſelf(withe/op'sChough) | 
in the furtive Gallantry of other Men's 
Labours. | 
Although I would not have you | 
think neither, that Books, when they 
are purchas'd at a dear rate, are to be / 
kept. to.no Uſe, or . read to no Profit. 
No, 
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No, I intevd no ſuch thing : but that 
you ought to know how to uſe them 
aright; 2.e. you ſhould do by your 
Books, :as the. induſtrious Bee does 
by the fragrant Flowers; not crop 
| them off whole and intire, and fo 
carry them away to her Hive, -( this 
| were a Robbery not to be endured: ). 
| But by: her kiſſing Chymillry, ( as 
one words it ) ſhe onely extracts the 
Virtue and Quinteſlence of them; and 
' | turns it into a delicate Juice for the 
_ 1 Refreſhment of her . felt and others. 
i Or if you will, you ſhould digeſt 
| { your Books, as you do your Meat ; 
| | which you don't ſwallow by the Joyat, 
| | but by the Bitt ; which you ſo chew 
- 1 and maſticate for the Stomach, that it 
| may ceaſily. concoct into Chyle, - to 
| ; the ſtrengthening and nouriſhing the 


; } whole Body, 

TI remember a Learned and Ingent- 
1 | ous Perſon in Diſcourſe, told me once, 
7 | that 'twas a very eaſie thing to Preach 
e (2.6. as to the Matter of the Ser- 
. mon) as well as the beſt Preacher in 
Emngzland. 
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ing up the: Juſt, on their moſt 'Holy 
Faith. 'And' even when your Words | 
_ not.-in Scripture-Phraſe, be . ſure | 

-_—y be agreeable thereto, in the Piety 
ſignification of them. 

But then there 1s one thing far- 
ther I would adviſe you of; and that * 
15 to ſee, when they are not Scrip- }' 


ture, that your Words and Expreſli- | 


ons be your own ; 7Z. e. I would here | 
have you beware of the Sin of Plagi- | 
ariſm : For if once you uſe your ſelf | 
to walk by others Crutches, you will | 
never be able to go well without em. | 
And if: any Malevolent Captious | 


Hearer preſent be able to trace you !' 


out, you will be undone in point of : 
Reputation: there being nothing ge- | 
nerally more ſcandalous, than to fee | 
one Pride himſelf(witheſop'sChough) | 
in the furtive Gallantry :of other Men's | 
Labours. 
Although I would not have you | 
think neither, thatBooks, when they | 
are-purchas'd at a dear rate, are to be ' 
kept to.no Uſe, or. read to no Profit. | 
No, 
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No, I intevd no ſuch thing : but that 
you ought to know how to uſe them 
Jaright; z.e, you ſhould do by your 
Books, :as the. induſtrious Bee does 
{by the fragrant Flowers; not crop 
them oft whole and intire, and ſo 
[carry them away to her Hive, ( this 
| were a Robbery not to be endured: ) 
But by: her kiſſing Chymillry, ( as 
one words it ) ſhe onely extracts the 
Virtue and Quinteſſence of them, and 
| turns it into a delicate Juice for the 
' Refreſhment of her . felt and- others. 
Or if you will, you ſhould: digeſt 
| your Books, as you do your Meat ; 
! which you don't ſwallow by the Joynt, 
' | but by the Bitt ; which - you ſo chew 
' and maſkicate for the Stomach, that it 
may eaſily. concodt into. Chyle, to 
; the ſtrengthening and nouriſhing the 
_ ! whole Body. 
| I remember a Learned and Ingeni- 
| | ous Perſon in Diſcourſe, told me once, 
| rhat 'twas a very eaſie thing to Preach 
(2.6. as to the Matter of the Ser- 
mon ) as well as the beſt Preacher in 
England. 
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England. Atwhich I being very much 
ſurpriz'd, ( as you may think ) and 
big with expectation, I defired him 
to oblige me ſo far, as to impart to 
me this moſt excellent Secret.” He 
told me, 'twas by reading the beſt | 
Sermons, and making them our own, 
by digeſting them '1nro our proper 
Reaſon and Underſtanding ; and when 
we had done ſo, we might eaſily 
cloath them, in our own Language 
and Expreſſion, ſo as they ſhould | 
not be known, ever to have be : 
long'd to any other Perſon. I confeſs 
this- looks pretty ; and it may have 
ſomething in it may deſerve a ierious 
Corifideration, For the ripening our | 
Judgments, and ' the enriching our | 
Underſtandings by various Readings, 
is the great End of our Studies, and | 
comes not within this Statute of Fe- # 
lony. - And fo: much ſhall fuffce al- 
ſo-as ro the Expreſſion of 'your Ser- 
mons. ' > 


had... ad aw -©dfu 
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34ly, and Laſtly, There is only one 
thing more remaining to be ſpoken 
to, and that 1s, that I add ſomething 
for the better delivery of them, when 
made. | 

And indeed, This is what ſhould ex- 
| erciſe, nat the ſmalleſt ſhare of your 
| Care and Pains: In that the Geſture 
| and Carriage of a Preacher, in theDe- 
livery of his Sermons, has no inconft- 
derable Influence on the Aﬀections of 
| his Anditory. And it has fometimes 
| been obſerv'd, that a round and grace- 
| ful Delivery, has render'd plaufible 
| and taking, a very thin and ordinary 
| Diſcourſe. As was that, whereof our 
| moſtrenowned Queen Elizabeth gave 

this Character, that /'twas the beſt the 

ever heard, and the worſt the ever 
} read in her Life. 

Sith :this therefore has no mean 
Operation on the Hearers Minds, et- 
thr for the Raifing their Attention, 
or flattering their Devotion, the much 
greater Heed and Obſervation ought 
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to be applyed hereunto; in which 
alſo, I am willing to afford you my 
beſt Aſſiſtance. 

Now you are to know, in this Mat- 
ter there are two Extreams; which are 
carefully to be avoided. 


1, A dull, heavy, ſtupid Carriage ; ; 


as if the Preacher were but of one Piece 


with his Pulpit; and had no moreLite 


and Spirit in him, than thoſe. Statues 
or Pillars that adorn or ſupport it. 
And truly tis not at all ſtrange; 
that a Sleepy-Preacher, ſhould have a 
drowtie Auditory : and that his People 
ſhonld have no warmth of Afﬀection, 
when he himſelf has no Heat of Zeal. 
It ſhould therefore be the Care, as 
'tis the Concern of a Preacher, to en- 
liven himſelf and his Diſcourſe what 
he can 3 for that, 'tis fo very necelſla- 
ry to invigorate the Congregation, in- 
to a more lively Attention, on the um- 
portant Duty in hand. But then, 


2. There 
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| -*2, There is an Extream no leſs to 
be avoided  on'* the other fide ; and 
that is all Antick and Frantick aCtt- 
ons and Motions in the Pulpit. As 
Leaping, Ducking, Raving, Toſling 
'the Head, Throwing - the 'Arms, 
as if your Buſineſs there were to 
ja&t a Mad-man, inſtead of 'deliver- 
ing the ſober Truths of the Gol- 
'pel. And this 'is'a Practice, the Ro- 
miſh Prieſts' beyond Sea, 'are obſerv'd 
|to' be very guilty of : from- whom 
\(as they have' many other things 
[4 '@ like precious Value ) we may 
ſuppoſe our Fanatick Holders-forth 
(many of them ) have derived the 
like 'Deportment' here at home. 
| TI would not be thought here to 
| diſcourage, ' but - promote a {incere, 
'\and fervent Zeal; as I ought to do 
in a Matter of ſuch Moment and 
Conſequence. ' But then, let it vent 
and expreſs it ſelf, with that Pru- 
; dence and Sobriety, as becomes the 
| G Gravity 
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Gravity of the Pulpit, and the Dig- 
nity of our High Calling. And there- 


fore be. fure,. that your. Tone, Look, | 


and Cartiage, be Reverend and Mo- 
deſt, full: of Life and Zeal ; without 
any Mimical Geſticulations, or fright- 
ful Boations ; as remembring, that: 
God is . not; always in _the great and 
{ſtrong Winds, that rent the Moun- 
tains, ROY in the moſt loud and blu- 
ſtring. :/Najſe, but in the /#:l1 ſmall 
Voice... There being.fuch Harmony in 
a welk-tuned Voice, you ſhould en» 
deavour te -compoſe- yours to fuch a 
Melting, but unafeted Tone ,, as 
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might infinuate it felf ( like the | 
Charms of Muſick ) with Delight and | 


todas: 
And. then for your Eye too ; it 
might be of Excellent Advantage, 
if that could till be fix'd intent up» 
on the Congregation, For that, when 


them, and are continually furveigh- 
Br ing 


Pleaſure into the Ears of the Aſlem-. 
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they take notice, you ſee and obſerve ' 
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ing of them, twill make them the 
more awful” and attentive. - And the 


| Beams too (in the Heat of your Zeal) 


that may iſſue thence, may contri- 
bute ſomething towards the enflaming 
their Aﬀections.. 

But if you would arrive-at this fo 
happy an Accompliſhment, it will be 
very neceſſary you ſhould' have a 
good: Memory ; with warm Afﬀecti- 
ons, and a ready Elocution; whereby 
you would never be at a loſs, either 
for pertinent Matter, or apt and ppo- 
per Words to expreſs it. And then 
When you command this Readineſs, 
you may ( as 'twas ſaid of one ) Do- 


' minari in concionibus=--indeed. 


'Tis I know ( eſpecially to ſome 
Men ) a mighty Laborious Task, to 
learn a Sermon Memoriter; and to 


be able to deliver it roundly without 
Book : He that can do ſo, 
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— Erit Magnus Apolls. 


But all Men can't pretend unto this 
Talent, though ſome there be that 
can. TOS” Ts 
But then there are "others, - who 
when they have gotten a Sermon by 
heart, yet are ſeen to deliver it with 
that Timidity and Unreadineſs, ( as 
ſome School-boys do their Leſlons, 
fearing they ſhall be out ) that it 
rather afflits, than afte&ts their Au- 
dience ; and the more judicious Part 
of it, are in pain for them all the 
while they are in the Pulpit. 

What therefore 1 would adviſe 
you, ( in order to your better Delt 
very of it ) is always to write your 
Sermons at large; but unleſs it be for 
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a while at firſt, not to tye your {elf | 


to the Slavery of Words. For when | 


you have your Sermon ready before 
you ; tis a great Encouragement , in 
that upen all Interruptions ( which 


the 


| 


£ 


( $3 ) 


the moſt Learned Eloquent Preacher 
in the World may: be obnoxious to ) 
you may have recourſe thither for 
Relief. 

But then: you need nat fo ſtraitly 
to oblige your ſelf ro Words and Syl- 
ables, as that upon the leaſt Omiſſion 
| or Miſtake of one of them, you muſt 

| neceſiarily be out ; but ſtudy matter 
| and ines: and endeavour to get ſuch 
a ſupply of them treaſured up in 
your Mind, that upon no Emergen- 
cy, you may be 1n danger of being 
at a Loſs: but may be able to go 
on, to diſcourſe uſefully and piouſly 
to the Congregation, although it be 
not in the ſame Words, written 1n 
your Notes. 

Which that you may the better 
| do, revolve in your Thoughts, be- 
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may properly and coherently be 
ſpoken ( Memoriter ) under the ſe- 


veral Heads before you, beſides what 
you have in your Papers. And 
when 
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| fore you go into the Pulpit, what 


ESC}; 
good Stock of Matter, ' Words will 


naturally  ofter themſelves apt and 


proper enough for its Delivery... And 
if you accuſtome your ſelf to this 
way awhile, you will comfortably 
experiment, what' a Prompritude uſe 
will adminiſter in this Matter. 
Thus I have ( weakly and imper- 
fetly enough ) diſcharg'd my Pro- 


miſe, if not anſwerd your ExpeCta- F 


tion. Shall you '( or any other ) 
receive any Benefit thence, 1 deſire 


( as is moſt due ) that God may have ' 


all the Glory, and I the Benefit 'of 
your hearty Prayers. 

Now that theſe Diredtions may 
not prove altogether unſerviceable 
to you in this. your grand Under- 
_ taking, let me beg this of you in 
Relation to them, thar you would 
not too curſorily look them over, 
and then as carelefſly throw them 
alide as ſoon as” that is done : But 
that you would read them with De- 
liberarion ; 


when you- are well furniſh'd with'a 


{ 
A 


nw" 


| 


| 


(55) 


liberation; and practiſe them with 
þConſcience and Prudence. And then, 
{that God will make you a good 


Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and a Work- 


| man , that mneedeth not to be aſha- 
med, , rightly dividing the Word of 


1 Truth, 1s the Hope, or ( at leaſt ) 


ihall be the very hearty Prayer of, 


Your Aﬀectionate 


Servant, 


| IP 
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